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Canadian and Indian Photographers Compete for The Grange Prize
2011 nominating jury comprises Canadian and Indian photography experts

TORONTO AND MONTREAL, March 9 /CNW Telbec/ - Two Canadian and two Indian photographers will have the opportunity to win
The Grange Prize, Canada's largest cash prize for photography and the only major Canadian art prize whose winner is chosen by
the public. Each year, The Grange Prize works with an international partner country to honour the best in international
contemporary photography. India is the partner country for the 2011 Grange Prize, and presenting partners Aeroplan and the Art
Gallery of Ontario will work with the New Delhi-based Foundation for Indian Contemporary Art (FICA) to organize a Grange Prize
exhibition in India later this year.

A nominating jury of Canadian and Indian curatorial experts will meet later this year to determine the shortlist. This year's jurors
are:

Wayne Baerwaldt, director and curator of exhibitions at the Alberta College of Art + Design in Calgary. He previously
served as the director of Plug In Institute of Contemporary Art, Winnipeg and The Power Plant, Toronto.

Michelle Jacques, a curator, writer and educator based in Toronto. She currently holds the position of acting curator of
Canadian art at the AGO, where her curatorial projects have included At Work (2010); Sarah Anne Johnson: House on Fire
(2009), and the ongoing exhibition series Toronto Now.

Gayatri Sinha, an art critic and curator based in New Delhi. She has curated extensively in India and abroad and has
lectured on Indian art internationally, including at the Tate Modern, the Tate Britain, the Japan Foundation, Tokyo and the
Asian Art Museum, Singapore.

Sunil Gupta, a photographer, writer and curator who was born in India and lives in New Delhi and London, UK. He is
Visiting Professor of Photography at the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, a co-editor of Camerawork Delhi and a
member of Nigah, a queer collective in New Delhi.

The shortlist will be announced at the AGO on August 30, 2011, the same date that public voting begins and an exhibition of
works by the shortlisted artists opens at the Gallery. Members of the public can vote onsite or online to determine the winner,
who will be announced on November 2, 2011 at a public celebration hosted at the AGO.

Each of the four shortlisted artists will participate in a ten-day residency: the Canadian nominees will travel to India, and the
Indian artists will visit Canada. In addition to the $50,000 awarded to the winner, the three remaining shortlisted artists receive
$5,000 each toward the creation of new work, bringing the total amount of cash granted to photographic artists to $65,000.

"The AGO is a strong advocate for innovative and diverse contemporary photographers working both in Canada and abroad, and
we're looking forward to extending our institutional focus on outstanding artwork from India with the 2011 Grange Prize," says
Matthew Teitelbaum, the AGO's Michael and Sonja Koerner director, and CEO. "We're pleased to once again partner with
Aeroplan to foster this essential cultural exchange and showcase the work of four fine artists."

"We're very proud to work with the AGO on The Grange Prize to help promote photography across the world," said Vince
Timpano, President and Chief Executive Officer, Aeroplan Canada. "Now in its fourth year, The Grange Prize was developed to
recognize the best in Canadian and international contemporary photography and I think the public will be very inspired by the
incredible work from this year's selected artists."

Aeroplan and the AGO will work with FICA to mount a concurrent exhibition of works by the shortlisted artists in India during the
voting period. "FICA is delighted to be collaborating with the prestigious Grange Prize," says Roshini Vadehra, director of the
Vadehra Art Gallery and the head of fundraising at FICA. "This will be a unique and great opportunity for Indian photographers to
dialogue with photographers in Canada, and have their work viewed by a huge, new audience."

The Grange Prize, now in its fourth year, was awarded to Canadian artist Kristan Horton in 2010, when the partner country was
the U.S., Mexican photographer Marco Antonio Cruz won in 2009, and Winnipeg-based artist Sarah Anne Johnson in 2008, when
the partner country was China.
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The AGO is currently showcasing more than 200 works spanning nearly 300 years of India's cultural history with its exhibition
Maharaja: The Splendour of India's Royal Courts. The 2011 Grange Prize broadens the AGO's conversation about Indian art
and artists to include artists working today and coincides with The Year of India in Canada, a year-long festival of Indian arts and
culture in Canada, designated by Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

Contemporary programming at the AGO is supported by the Canada Council for the Arts. Updates, blog postings, and more
information about The Grange Prize can be found at www.grangeprize.com.

ABOUT AEROPLAN
Aeroplan, Canada's premier coalition loyalty program, is owned by Groupe Aeroplan Inc., a global leader in loyalty management.
Aeroplan is a long-standing patron of the arts, with a history of supporting artists and arts initiatives across Canada. Of particular
significance is the company's work, in partnership with the Art Gallery of Ontario, to develop The Grange Prize for contemporary
photography. Aeroplan is committed to fostering a long-term, international dialogue about this important art form. Aeroplan has
also joined the AGO in a partnership as the Signature Partner of the Photography Collection Program, supporting planned AGO
activities to engage visitors with photography, including special lectures and tours.

For more information about Aeroplan, please visit www.groupeaeroplan.com or www.aeroplan.com.

ABOUT THE AGO
With a permanent collection of more than 79,450 works of art, the Art Gallery of Ontario is among the most distinguished art
museums in North America. In 2008, with a stunning new design by world-renowned architect Frank Gehry, the AGO opened its
doors to the public amid international acclaim. Highlights include Galleria Italia, a gleaming showcase made of wood and glass
running the length of an entire city block along the Gallery's façade; and the feature staircase, spiraling up through the roof of
Walker Court and into the new contemporary galleries above. From the extensive Group of Seven collection to the dramatic new
African art gallery; from the cutting-edge works in the contemporary tower to Peter Paul Rubens' masterpiece The Massacre of
The Innocents, a highlight of the celebrated Thomson Collection, there is truly something for everyone at the AGO.

For further information:

For more images and more information, contact:
Sean O'Neill, 416-979-6660 ext. 403, sean_oneill@ago.net
Antonietta Mirabelli, 416-979-6660 ext. 454, antonietta_mirabelli@ago.net
Christa Poole, Aeroplan, 416-352-3745, christa.poole@aeroplan.com

The Art Gallery of Ontario is funded in part by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture. Additional operating support is
received from the Volunteers of the AGO, the City of Toronto, the Department of Canadian Heritage and the Canada Council for
the Arts.
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