
News Releases

Two Canadian and Two Indian Photographers Shortlisted for
$50,000 Grange Prize
Online public vote and AGO exhibition open today; FREE public launch party on September 7

TORONTO and MONTREAL, Aug. 30, 2011 /CNW Telbec/ - Four photographers — two each from Canada and India
— have been shortlisted for The Grange Prize 2011, Canada's largest cash prize for photography. The winner of the $50,000
prize is chosen by public vote, which opens today and continues through October 23 at www.thegrangeprize.com. The winner
will be announced at a gala reception hosted by presenting partners Aeroplan and the Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) on November
1.

The finalists for The Grange Prize 2011 are:

Gauri Gill, an Indian photographer born in 1970 and based in Delhi, India, whose work documents narratives of ordinary
heroism within challenging environments and includes a decade-long study of people living in marginalized communities in
Rajasthan. Gill's photographs address the twinned Indian identity markers of class and community and document the
artist's often-intimate relationships with her subjects.

Elaine Stocki, a Canadian photographer born in 1979 in Winnipeg, who works with subjects from a range of social
conditions to create compositions that explore issues of race, class and gender. Her images challenge the limits of
documentary photography by utilizing its techniques and conventions to express constructed, fictive narratives.

Althea Thauberger, a Canadian photographer born in 1970 and based in Vancouver, who has garnered attention over the
past decade for photographs, films and video that explore her engagements and collaborations with groups of people,
most often distinct social enclaves, resulting in performances of identity and self-definition that are strikingly and
powerfully documented by the artist.

Nandini Valli, an Indian photographer born in 1976 and based in Chennai, India, whose carefully constructed, cinematic
images of her subjects, often costumed as mythologized heroes and gods and photographed in contemporary settings,
have placed her at the forefront of the emerging performance-based photography movement in India.

The four finalists were selected by a nominating jury comprising AGO acting curator of Canadian art Michelle Jacques; Wayne
Baerwaldt, the acting vice president of research and academic affairs at the Alberta College of Art + Design in Calgary; Gayatri
Sinha, a Delhi-based art critic and curator; and Sunil Gupta, a photographer, writer and curator born in India and living in New
Delhi and London, UK.

"The artists shortlisted for The Grange Prize this year share a fascination with the human subject and, in particular, concepts of
personal identity, performativity and social politics," says Jacques. "Rooted in the documentary history of photography but
complicated by contemporary questions of image-making and constructed realities, this year's shortlist addresses vital and
current topics in photography while offering the public a richly diverse selection of photographic artists to learn about, engage
with and support."

Each of the four shortlisted artists receives an international residency: this year, the Canadian nominees will travel to India, and
the Indian artists will visit Canada. In addition to the $50,000 awarded to the winner, the Prize awards the three remaining
shortlisted artists $5,000 each toward the creation of new work— granting a total of $65,000 to photographic artists each year.

Multiple works by all four artists will be on view at the AGO in The Grange Prize 2011 Exhibition, opening today through
November 27. The exhibition also features video interviews with the artists and a voting station for AGO visitors to vote for their
choice in person.

All four shortlisted artists will be at the AGO on September 7 for The Grange Prize 2011 Launch Party, a free, late-night
public party at the Gallery. The celebration will feature a cash bar in Walker Court, snacks, a DJ set by Jaime Sin, and video
interviews and live advocates highlighting each of the artists. The party starts at 7 pm, and Walker Court and The Grange Prize
2011 Exhibition will stay open until 10 pm.

The Grange Prize, now in its fourth year, is the only major Canadian art prize whose winner is chosen by the public. In 2010, the
partner country was the U.S., and Canadian artist Kristan Horton took the prize. Mexican photographer Marco Antonio Cruz won
in 2009, and Winnipeg-based artist Sarah Anne Johnson won in 2008, when the partner country was China.

https://mraircanada.mediaroom.com/news-releases
http://www.thegrangeprize.com


Contemporary programming at the AGO is supported by the Canada Council for the Arts. Updates, blog postings and more
information about The Grange Prize can be found at www.thegrangeprize.com.

ABOUT AEROPLAN
Aeroplan, Canada's premier coalition loyalty program, is owned by Groupe Aeroplan Inc., a global leader in loyalty management.
Aeroplan is a long-standing patron of the arts, with a history of supporting artists and arts initiatives across Canada. Of particular
significance is the company's work, in partnership with the Art Gallery of Ontario, to develop The Grange Prize for contemporary
photography. Aeroplan is committed to fostering a long-term, international dialogue about this important art form. Aeroplan has
also joined the AGO in a partnership as the Signature Partner of the Photography Collection Program, supporting planned AGO
activities to engage visitors with photography, including special lectures and tours.

For more information about Aeroplan, visit www.groupeaeroplan.com or www.aeroplan.com.

ABOUT THE AGO
With a permanent collection of more than 80,000 works of art, the Art Gallery of Ontario is among the most distinguished art
museums in North America. In 2008, with a stunning new design by world-renowned architect Frank Gehry, the AGO opened its
doors to the public amid international acclaim. Highlights include Galleria Italia, a gleaming showcase made of wood and glass
running the length of an entire city block along the Gallery's façade; and the feature staircase, spiraling up through the roof of
Walker Court and into the new contemporary galleries above. From the extensive Group of Seven collection to the dramatic
African art gallery; from the cutting-edge works in the contemporary tower to Peter Paul Rubens' masterpiece The Massacre of
The Innocents, a highlight of the celebrated Thomson Collection, there is truly something for everyone at the AGO.

The AGO acknowledges the generous support of its Signature Partners: BMO Financial Group, Signature Partner of the Canadian
Collection Program; Amex, Signature Partner of the Contemporary Collection Program; and Aeroplan, Signature Partner of the
Photography Collection Program.

The Art Gallery of Ontario is funded in part by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture. Additional operating support is
received from the Volunteers of the AGO, the City of Toronto, the Department of Canadian Heritage, and the Canada Council for
the Arts.

Top Left: Gauri Gill (Indian), Balika Mela Portraits 12. Balika Mela Portrait series2003. Archival pigment print, 30 x 40 in. Courtesy
of the artist. C 2011 Gauri Gill

Top Right: Elaine Stocki (Canadian), William, 2008, chromogenic print, 15 x 15 in. Courtesy of the artist. C 2011 Elaine Stock

Bottom Left: Nandini Valli Muthiah (Indian), Seated 1, 2006, Definitive Reincarnate series. Inkjet print on archival paper. 31 x 30
in. Courtesy of the artist and Sakshi Gallery, Mumbai. C 2011 Nandini Valli Muthiah

Bottom Right: Althea Thauberger (Canadian), Kandahar International Airport (detail), 2009. Digital c-print, dimensions variable.
Courtesy of the artist. C 2011 Althea Thauberger

Image with caption: "This composite illustrates photographs from the four artists shortlisted for The Grange Prize 2011.
Clockwise from top left: Gauri Gill, Balika Mela Portraits 12; Elaine Stocki, William; Nandini Valli Muthiah, Seated 1; Althea
Thauberger, Kandahar International Airport. (CNW Group/AEROPLAN CANADA INC.)". Image available at:
http://photos.newswire.ca/images/download/20110830_C7203_PHOTO_EN_2646.jpg

For further information:

For more images and more information, contact:

Sean O'Neill, 416-979-6660 ext. 403, sean_oneill@ago.net
Lauren Bride, 416-979-6660 ext. 372, lauren_bride@ago.net
Antonietta Mirabelli, 416-979-6660 ext. 454, antonietta_mirabelli@ago.net
Christa Poole, Aeroplan, 416-352-3745, christa.poole@aeroplan.com
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